Children Taught by the Lord

"All your sons will be taught by the LORD, and great will be your children’s peace. Isaiah 54:13

     The verse above has been on a wall in our home, surrounded by our children’s pictures for years.  It brings me comfort to think God is teaching my children, but just how is He doing it?  Finding the answer to that question will be the focus of our study this week. 

Teaching by God
1. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Psalm 78:5-7 and record any thing you learn that answers the following questions.

WHO-

WHAT-

WHEN/WHERE-

HOW-

WHY-

2. Now according to Proverbs 6:20-23, what is the benefits of parents teaching God’s word to their children? 

3. How could you apply what you have learned from these Old Testament passages to your family?
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4. According to Transform Student Ministries, 47% of teens say their parents have the greatest influence on their spiritual development.  Why do you think that percentage is not higher?

5. Let’s look at one more passage.  Read John 14: 26.  How does this relate to a parent’s responsibility to teach their child?
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I would like us to do a brief study on 2 Timothy.  This is the last book Paul wrote.  He is writing to Timothy, his “son in the faith”.  I think there is much we can learn as parents from how Paul writes these words of encouragement and instruction.

6. Read 2 Timothy l.  Then answer the follow questions.
A. Reread 2 Timothy 1:3-7. List the different things Paul says in the opening paragraph that would be encouraging to Timothy.
B. Chose one or more items from the list above to use to encourage your child this week.  What was the result?
C. Reread verses 8-14.  What instructions does Paul give to Timothy about God’s word (and synonyms such as, gospel, testimony, sound words, treasure) in this paragraph? 

D. Notice how Paul uses his actions as an example for Timothy to follow, as well as faithless and faithful men in verses 15-18.  

How are you an example for your children to follow?

7. Read 2 Timothy 2.  Then answer the follow questions.
A. Reread verses 3-7. What point is Paul making to Timothy?
B. What does Paul tell Timothy to remember about Jesus Christ, verses 8-13?

C. In verses 14-19, what comparison does Paul give about how people handle the truth?

D. What have you learned from this chapter that you can apply to your life?

8. Read 2 Timothy 3.
A. Reread verses 1-9.  How does Paul describe the difficult times to come?

B. Reread verses 10-17.  What does Paul encourage Timothy to do?

C.  What does Paul say about the scripture in verses 15-17?

D. How have you warned your children to prepare them for difficult times?

9. Read 2 Timothy 4 and consider the following.
In verses 1-5, Paul is charging Timothy to fulfill his ministry.  In verses 6-8, Paul is sharing how he had fulfilled his ministry.  In verses 16-18, Paul tells how Jesus “fulfilled His ministry”.  As a parent you want your children to fulfill the ministry God has designed for them.  How have you fulfilled your ministry? If you don’t feel you have, what steps will you take to do it now? 
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Now, one last thing—Share your answer with your children. 
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