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 according to God

Marriage—is a hot political topic these days.  Who would have thought?  Marriage is nearly as old as humanity and has been as much a part of life as eating and breathing.  Now, it needs to be defined and defended.  

I encourage you to prayerfully study this lesson on marriage not only to understand for your life, but to be able to defend marriage as God defines and describes it. 
By Definition
1.  Read Genesis 1:26-31. (If you have time it would be helpful to read V1-25 to review the creation account. Note the repeated phrase that describes each day of creation.) 
a. Record what you learn about the creation of man. 

b. List the commands given in V28.

c. To whom are these commands given? _________________________
2.  In Genesis 1 the phrase “God saw that it was good” was repeated.  Now read Genesis 2:18.  

a. What is “not good”?

b. Why was woman created?

3.  I remember growing up hearing husbands refer to their wives as their ”better half”.  Take a few minutes to reflect on your marriage. How do you think you were designed to be your husband’s helper, his “better half”?
4.  Read Genesis 2:7 and 18-25.  

a. Record the creation details of man and woman.

b. What does V24 tell us about marriage?

5.  Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24.   It is recorded in Matthew 19:3-9 and Mark 10:2-9.

Read one of these passages and record what Jesus says about marriage.
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6. Based on what you have studied so far, how would you define marriage?

By Description
In Genesis 1, we see the responsibility for the earth given to both men and women.  Genesis 2, gives us more details about the creation of man and woman and there we see them joined in marriage.

Now let us turn to the most famous (or infamous) bible passage on marriage. Husbands love it. Wives hate it.  But what does it really say?  What does it really mean? Let’s find out.  
7.  Read Ephesians 5:22-33.  Then answer the following questions.

a. As the head of the church, what does Christ do for the church?

b. What is to be the church’s response to Christ as its head?

c. As the head of the wife, what is a husband to do for his wife?
d. What is to be a wife’s response to her husband as her head?
8.   As a member of the church, how should I live subject to Christ?  

9. As a wife, how should I live subject to my husband?

Now when the husband is called “the head of the wife,” and it goes on to say, “as Christ is the head of the church “ something of the divine splendor is reflected in our earthly relationships, and this reflection we should recognize and honor.  The dignity that is here ascribed to the man lies, not in any capacities or qualities of his work, but in the office conferred on him by marriage.  The wife should see her husband clothed in this dignity, but for him it is supreme responsibility.   

   DIETRICH BONHOEFFER   


FYI


leave—(azab) means to abandon, forsake or to loose





join—(dabaq) to cling, stick, stay close, cleave, keep close, stick to or with





“To become one flesh ” means literally to exist as one body








FYI


Subject—(hupotasso) means to submit to one's control; to yield to one's admonition or advice; 


It is a Greek military term meaning "to arrange in a military fashion under the command of a leader". In non-military use, it was "a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden".





Head—(kephale) metaph. anything supreme, chief, prominent;


  a. of persons, master lord: of a husband in relation to his wife


  b. of Christ: the Lord of the husband and of the Church





Respect—(phobeo) to reverence, venerate, to treat with deference or reverential obedience





Love—(agapao) to esteem, to delight in; indicating a direction of the will and finding one’s joy in someone
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