Hold fast...

Lesson 3
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Colossians 2:4--23

Do you fear being taken captive…physically taken away and held in a dark cell?  No, probably not.  And from what we have read there is no reason to think the church in Colossae was in physical danger either.  Yet Paul understood captivity threatened them.  It is one that threatens us today.  There is much for us to learn from Paul as we continue to seek the wisdom and true knowledge found in Christ.  

Start your study time with prayer, opening your heart to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, asking Him for understanding and help to think and act as God desires.

1. Read through Colossians chapters 1 and 2.  As you read them, remember what you have learned in the previous lessons about Paul and his attitude despite his circumstances, the believers at Colossae and their faith, as well as, the mystery revealed in Jesus Christ. 

2. In chapter 2, we find Paul’s concerns for the church, presented in the form of five warnings. 

A. Under a WARNINGS heading in your journal, list all you learn about how their faith was being threatened.  (Hint: Look for the phrase “no one” and the word “why”)  
B. Are these warnings still valid today for our lives…our church?  How are we in danger of being taken captive? 

3. Review Colossians 1:15-20.  As you read, note the phrase “all things”.  It would seem Paul is 

making the point about God’s working through Christ in the world.

A. Now read Colossians 2:8-15 and record what the recipients have IN CHRIST because of their faith.

        Remember:  If there are words you don’t understand take time to look up their meanings.

B. Are these same things true for believers today?  Read these verses again and substitute your name for the word “you”.

C. Read Ephesians 1:3-14, 2:4-10 and add what you learn to your IN CHRIST list.

D. Write a brief summary describing what you as a believer have in Christ.

4. Finally read through your journal.  What have you learned from your study that will help your walk in Christ?  Record your insights.
Conclude your time with prayer, asking the Spirit to show you how to apply what you have learned to your life.

A “rabbit” to chase…


WARNING! Read the following passages to learn more about those who would deceive us:  


Mark 7:1-15, 1 Timothy 1:3-11, 2 Timothy 2:14-18, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 3:14-18


  











