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Walk By the Spirit

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.   Galatians 5:25

I have struggled with how to make walking by the Spirit a reality in my life and explain it to others.  My struggle has led to this study.  The purpose of this study is that we would better understand the work of the Holy Spirit so that we will live by Him.






Sherry
1. JESUS’ LIFE—our example
Read through the following verses from Luke to see the Holy Spirit’s work in Jesus’ life.
A. Luke 3:21-22—What happens when John baptizes Jesus?

B. Luke 4:1-2—Where did the Holy Spirit lead Jesus?  Why?  Does this surprise you?
C. Luke 4:13-15—After His time in the wilderness, how is Jesus’ return described?

D. Luke 4:16-21—What does Jesus say in the synagogue at Nazareth?

E. Luke 10:17-21—What is Jesus’ response to the seventy returning?

Sum it up—
What can we learn from the example of the Holy Spirit’s work in Jesus life?


2. JESUS’ TEACHING—our guide

Read the following passages from John to learn what Jesus taught about the Holy Spirit.

A. John 3:1-8—What does Jesus tell Nicodemus about the Spirit?

B. John 4:7-14—What does Jesus tell the Samaritan woman about God’s gift of living water?

C. John 7:37-39—What does Jesus say to the people at the feast?

knowing His hour had come—

Jesus is spending His final evening on earth with His disciples, using this time to teach and encourage them.  Read each of the following passages and record what He is telling them about the Holy Spirit.

D. John 14:16-18

E. John 14:25-27

F. John 15:26

G. John 16:7-15  
Sum it up—

Based on Jesus’ teachings, how would you describe the role of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life?


3. THE EARLY CHURCH—our standard
What really happened after Jesus ascended?  Turn to Acts 2 answer the following questions about the Holy Spirit’s work in the early church.

A. What immediately, happened to the disciples when they were filled with the Holy Spirit, according to verse 4?

B. What do we learn in verses 5-13 that would help us to understand why the Spirit would enable the men to speak in different languages?

C. How does being able to speak in different languages relate to the “commission” Jesus gives in Matthew 28:19-20?

D. Peter stood to explain what had happened.  He quotes the prophet Joel. What had Joel said about the Holy Spirit according to Peter, in verses 16-21?

E. How does Peter explain the relationship between Jesus and the Holy Spirit in verses 22-33?

F. The men were pierced to the heart and asked, “What shall we do”?  How does Peter answer them in verse 38?

Sum it up—
They received the Holy Spirit, as was prophesied by Joel and foretold to them by Jesus.  What do you learn happened as a result of the Holy Spirit’s work in the early church, from verses 43-47?
How can we make these same things a reality in our church?

4. EARLY BELIEVERS’ LIVES—our example…?
Continuing in the book of Acts, we are going to look at a few of the many examples of people and their response to the Holy Spirit.  Record what you learn about each.

A. Ananias and Sapphira—5:1-9

B. Stephen—6:5, 8-15;  7:51-60

C. Simon—8:14-21
D. Agabus—11:27-30

Sum it up—

Reflect on these people and their relationship to the Holy Spirit.  What can we learn from them?  

Benefit of the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:26-27

1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 12-16

Ephesians 1:13-14

Titus 3:5-7

Drinking in the Spirit
Read the following passages and record what you learn about the believers’ responsibility toward the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:5

Colossians 1:1

Philippians 3:19

1 Corinthians 6:18-20

1 Corinthians 12:7, 13

Galatians 5:16-25
Ephesians 4:30

Ephesians 5:15-21
1 Thessalonians 5:19

So drinking the Spirit means setting our minds on the things of the spirit. And setting our minds on the things of the Spirit means directing our eager attention to the teachings of the apostles about God and to the words of Jesus. If we do this long enough we will get drunk with the Spirit. In fact we will get addicted to the Spirit. Instead of chemical dependency we will develop a wonderful Spirit-dependency.  John Piper




Jesus lived his sinless life on the earth in large part by the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus, he lived as we must live—by the enabling power the Holy Spirit of God.  We want to be clear:  Jesus remained fully man and fully God during his incarnation, and he maintained all of his divine attributes and did avail himself of them upon occasion, such as to forgive human sin, which God alone can do.  Nonetheless, Jesus’ life was lived as fully human in that he lived it by the power of the Holy Spirit.														Mark Driscoll 








Because He lives within us, we can ask God to help us in our times of need, and to give us the courage and strength to live as we should.  Don’t try to live the Christian life in your own strength; if you do, you will only fail.  Instead, trust the Holy Spirit to give you the wisdom and strength you need.


Billy Graham
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