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1. Listen to Beth Moore’s CD.
2. Complete the Listening Guide.
3. Write down your questions or comments about Beth’s message.

4.  We will discuss them at our next meeting.


God, why are You silent?
We want to see God at work stamping out the wicked and helping the righteous.  But, sometimes it seems like He is just watching and letting the righteous suffer at the hand of the wicked.  At these times, we may question God’s care and / or power.  Habakkuk is a prophet who dared to ask God, “Why?”  We have the benefit of their dialogue, in the book of Habakkuk.  For anyone who has asked, “Why, God, Why?” this short book can help to encourage them.

Sherry
Habakkuk is a short book, only three chapters.  Take a few minutes to read the entire book.  Before you begin though, remember to pray asking God to open “the eyes of your heart” and give you understanding.
1. How long, O Lord…  
Reread Habakkuk 1:2-4

A. What questions does Habakkuk ask God? 

B. How does he describe what was happening around him?
Consider…
Are we surrounded by wickedness today?  Do you sometimes feel like God doesn’t hear your prayers?  What are some “whys” you would like God to answer?

2.  I am doing something…

Reread Habakkuk 1:5-11

A.  What did God say He was doing, in verses 5-6?
B. How are the people He is raising up described, in verses 6-7?
C. What will they do, according to verses 8-10?
D. But, what will be their outcome, according to V 11?
Consider…
  Does God’s response surprise you? To understand God’s response it will be helpful to know the historical background:  when the book is written and what is happening.  Read 2 Kings 22.

According to verses 14-17, what were the people of Judah doing and what was the LORD going to do about it?
3. Why…Why…Why…

Reread Habakkuk 1:12-17
A. What does Habakkuk state about God in verse 12?

 

B. What questions does he have about God’s method of judgment, in verse 13?

Consider…
Will God judge us, if we do not obey Him?  Are there consequences for our actions?

Read Hebrews 12:3-11.  Record what you learn about the discipline of God.
4. I will keep watch…

Reread Habakkuk 2:1-4

A. In 1:2-4, Habakkuk questions why God hasn’t acted.  Beginning in 1:13, Habakkuk questions why God would use such wicked people. How does Habakkuk’s response to God in 2:1 differ from those in chapter 1?

B. In 2:2-3, what does God tell Habakkuk about the vision?

C. What do we learn from the contrast given in 2:4-5?

D. Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted in the New Testament.  Read Hebrews 10:32-39 and record what you learn.

 
Consider…
What does it truly mean for the righteous to live by faith?  Remember what is said about faith in Hebrews 11:1, 6. 
5.  Woe to…
Reread Habakkuk 2:6-20

A. List what you learn from this taunt-song against the proud one.

V6-8

V9-11

V12-14

V15-17

V18-19

B. How do the verses 14 and 20 fit with the message of Habakkuk?
Consider…
How do the five woes relate to one another?  Do they apply to us today?  How?

6. His ways are everlasting…
Reread Habakkuk 3

A. What does Habakkuk ask of the Lord in the first 2 verses of this chapter?
B. What does he say about God in verses 3-7?

C. Read of the Lord’s judgment in verses 8-15.  Why is He going to do these things?

D. What is Habakkuk saying in the final verses, 16-19?

Consider…
What lessons can we learn from Habakkuk’s understanding of God and his faith?
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