Lesson 5



2 Samuel


April 30 and May 5, 2009

REVIEW: chapters 11-12 deal with David’s sins and the consequences.  Then chapters 13-15 told us about three of King David’s grown children.  Who are they?  What happened to them?

This week we studied chapters 16-20.  Chapters 16-17 tell us about was happening when David was fleeing Jerusalem; Chapter 18 tell us about the battle between those loyal to David and those loyal to Absalom and then Chapters 19-20 tells about what happens after the battle.

In chapter 16 as David flees Jerusalem, he is met by Ziba.  Why is Ziba there?
Ziba(brings food(says Mephibosheth is staying in Jerusalem to become king(David gives Ziba land

V1…Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met him with a couple of saddled donkeys…200 loaves of bread, 100 clusters of raisins, 100 summer fruits, and a jug of wine.

V3…where is your master’s son?...Ziba said…”Behold he is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my father to me.’ “
V5...”Behold all that belongs to Mephibosheth is yours…

When David came to Bahurim, Shimei, a man of the family of the house of Saul came out.  Why was he there? 
Shimei—curses David(throws stones(Let him alone and let him curse for the LORD has told him
V5…he came out cursing continually as he came.

V6 He threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David…

V7…”Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, and worthless fellow!

V8 “The LORD has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of David…the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom…you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!”
V10 But the king said…If he curses, and if the lord has told him, ‘Curse David’ then who shall say “Why…”

V12 “Perhaps the LORD will look on my affliction and return good to me…
Meanwhile, Absalom and the men of Israel entered Jerusalem, with Ahithophel.  Hushai joins them.  
What do we know about these two men from chapter 15? 

Ahithophel is a counselor for David; Hushai is a friend to David

What advise does Ahithophel give Absalom?
Take concubines in sight of all Israel(pursue David tonight(strike the king alone(bring back the  people

16:21…Go in to your father’s concubines…all Israel will hear that you have made yourself odious to your father

V22 So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof…in the sight of all Israel 

(How does this relate to what Nathan had told David in Chapter 12?)

17:1…”Please let me choose 12,000 men that I may arise and pursue David tonight.

V2 “I will come upon him while he is weary and exhausted and terrify him…I will strike down the king…

V3…I will bring back all the people to you
Notice the careful wording Hushai uses in 16:16-19?  Who is he loyal to??

V16…”Long live the king!  Long live the king!”

V18..for whom the LORD…all the men of Israel have chosen, his I will be, and with him I will remain.

V19 Besides, whom should I serve?  Should I not serve in the presence of his son?...
What advise does Hushai give Absalom?
Father and men are mighty, experts in warfare(gather all Israel(you go into battle

V7…This time the advice that Ahithophel has given is not good.
V8…You know your father and his men, that they are mighty men…expert in warfare…

V11 But I counsel that all Israel be surely gathered to you…that you personally go into battle
How does what is say of the Lord in Verse 14 relate to this situation?  
…For the LORD had ordained to thwart the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the LORD might bring calamity on Absalom
How can it affect how we handle our troubled times?

On page 54, we were asked the question—Do you think David realized that God was able to deliver him from his son? How would you answer that?

What does Psalm 3, that we looked at last week and Psalm 31, tell us about David’s faith in God?

At the end of Chapter 17, both David and Absalom and their people have crossed the Jordan.  David is in Mahanaim, where he received aid from the three men. Who are these men?

Shobi, the son of Nahash…of the sons of Ammon(father-1 Samuel 11 and brother-2 Samuel 10
Marchir the son of Ammiel from Lo-debar(had kept Mephibosheth in 2 Samuel 9:4
Barzillai the Gildeaite(we will see him again in chapter 19

In Chapter 18:1-5, David gives instruction to his army—what charge does he give the three commanders before all the people?

V5 “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.”

What happened to Absalom?

V9…his head caught fast in the oak, so he was left hanging…while the mule that was under him kept going.

V14  Then Joab…took three spears in his hand and thrust them through the heart of Absalom…

V15 And ten young men who carried Joab’s armor gathered around and struck Absalom and killed him
How does the cross-references from Exodus and Deuteronomy relate to Absalom’s death?
Absalom did not honor his father and mother, which could have prolonged his days if he had. He was a rebellious son and by law could have been stoned. He would have been considered cursed, because he did not honor his father and mother, because he lay with his father’s wife, and did not keep all the law. 
The runners bring back the news to David.  How does he respond?

V33 The king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept…”O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!  Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”
 Chapters 19 and 20 tell us about the aftermath of this battle for the kingdom.  

What is stopping David from returning to Jerusalem and rule as before?
David mourns(Joab intercedes(people were quarreling throughout all the tribes(Judah sends to bring the king back

The king is met at the Jordan by Shimei( Mephibosheth(Barzillai
19:2…victory…was turned to mourning for all the people for…”The king is grieved for his son.”

V3 So the people went by stealth into the city…as people humiliated steal away when they flee in battle

V5 then Joab came…to the king and said, “Today you have covered with same the faces of all your servants, who today have saved your life and the lives of…

V6 by loving those who hate you and by hating those who love you.  For you have shown today that princes and servants are nothing to you…if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead today, then you would be pleased.

V7…go out and speak kindly to your servants…if you do not…this will be worse for you than all the evil that has come upon you from your youth until now

V8…Now Israel had fled, each to his own tent

V9 All the people were quarreling throughout all the tribes of Israel…

V14…men of Judah…sent word to the king saying, “Return you and all your servants.”

V15…Judah came to Gilgal in order to go to meet the king, to bring the king across the Jordan

Shimei and Mephibosheth are part of the welcoming party.  What more to do learn about these two men in this chapter?

V16 Then Shimei…came down with the men of Judah to meet King David

V17 There were a 1000 men of Benjamin with him, with Ziba…they rushed to the Jordan before the king

V18…Shimei…fell down before the king as he was about to cross the Jordan

V19…let not my lord consider e guilty, not remember what your servant did  wrong…so take it to heart

V20 …I have sinned; therefore…I have come today, the first of all the house of Joseph to meet my lord…king

V23 The king said…you shall not die…the king swore to him

V24 Then Mephibosheth…came down to meet the king; and he had neither cared for his feet, nor trimmed his mustache, nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed until the day he came home in peace

V25…Why did you not go with me?

V26…my servant deceived me…

V27 Moreover, he has slandered your servant to my lord the king; but my lord the king is like the angel of God…do what is good in your sight

V28…What right do I have yet that I should complain to the king? 

(Is this not us? Were we not “dead men” before God set us as his table with his Son?  Do we have any right to complain??)

Page 57, Q 5—What examples of leadership and character traits do you see in David, for us to follow?

What happens in Chapter 20?

Men of Israel follow Sheba(Amasa delays(Abisha sent after Sheba(Joab and men go too(Joab kills Amasa(Abel Beth-maacah is besieged(a wise woman questions Joab(head of Sheba is thrown over the wall( Joab returns to Jerusalem

V1 Now a worthless fellow…Sheba…a Benjaminite…blew the trumpet and said, we have no portion in David…

V2 So all the men of Israel withdrew from following David…but the men of Judah remained steadfast to their king, from the Jordan even to Jerusalem
Page 59-What conclusions have you drawn about sin and its consequences?  What to the nation of Israel because of its leader’s sin?
 His sin had cost a great deal.  Even though David was forgiven of his sins and did not suffer the punishment of death, he still had to live with the consequences. In some areas he did well, and in some he didn’t
How can the sins of our leaders have an impact on our family, church, community, nation??
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