Lesson 6



2 Samuel



May 7 and 12, 2009

Review: This is our final lesson in 2 Samuel.  Our next two lessons will continue to look at David’s life from 1 Kings and 1 Chronicles.  As you think back, who were the people of 2 Samuel?  What can we learn from their lives?

David…Joab…Shemei…Barzillai…Machir…Absalom…Ahithophel…Hushai…

We are going to discuss chapters 21 and 24 together, as they deal with similar issues.
In Chapter 21:1 we are told there is a famine that lasts three years and that David sought the presence of the LORD.  What does the LORD tell David is the reason for the famine?

Saul kills Gibeonites in zeal for Israel and Judah(a famine is in the land(David seeks to make atonement(7 of Saul’s descendants are killed before the LORD(the LORD is moved by prayer for the land
V1…It is for Saul and his bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to death.

V2…the sons of Israel made a covenant with them, but Saul had sought to kill them in his zeal for the sons of Israel and Judah 
(Romans 10:2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.)
To understand the Gibeon covenant, we went back to Joshua 9.  The inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai…so what did they do?

V4 they also acted craftily and set out as envoys, and took worn-out sacks…wineskins… 

V5 sandals…clothes…and all their bread was dry and had become crumbled

V6…we have come from a far country; now there fore, make a covenant with us

V9…Your servants have come from a very far country because of the fame of the LORD your God; for we have heard the report of Him and all that He did in Egypt,

V10 and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan…

V12This our bread was warm…now it is dry and become crumbled

V13 wineskins were new… are torn…clothes…sandals are worn out because of the very long journey
So Israel…?

V14 So the men of Israel took some of their provisions and did not ask for the counsel of the LORD

V 15 Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with the, to let them live; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to them.
When Israel found out they had been deceived what did they do? Did they annul the covenant?  

V19 But all the leaders said to the whole congregation, “We have sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel, and now we cannot touch them

V20…let them live, so that wrath will not be upon us for the oath which we swore to them

V22 Then Joshua call for them…why have you deceived us…

V23 Now therefore, you are cursed, and you shall never cease being slaves…
How do we see the covenant being honored in Joshua 10?

V5 So the five kings…gathered together…and fought against it

V6 then the men of Gibeon sent word…help us…

V7 So Joshua went up…all the people of war with him and…all the valiant warriors

V8 The LORD said…I have given them into your hands;

V10 And the LORD confounded them before Israel, and He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon
Now back in 2 Samuel 21—David goes to the Gibeonites and asks how he can make atonement.  What do they want done?

V5…the man who consumed us and who planned to exterminate us from remaining within any border of Israel

V6 let seven men of his sons be given to us, and we will hang them before the LORD in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the LORD
Why is Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son not chosen? (again showing the importance of covenant)
V7 because of the oath of the LORD which was between them…David and Jonathan

(the timing of this, must be after CH 9, where David finds Mephibosheth and shows kindness to him)

What is the significance of verse 14?...and after that God was moved by prayer for the land

What does this chapter, as well as Joshua 9 and 10, teach about the importance of keeping a covenant?
The chapter ends telling of wars and giants.  What do we learn from these verses?

V22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants

Now for 2 Samuel 24. It will be helpful also look at 1 Chronicles 21, as it deals with the same event, but gives us some more information.

David’s sin leads to a plague in the land(The LORD relents(David-I have sinned done wickedly(LORD said build an altar on the threshing floor(David buys it(I’ll not offer a burnt offering that costs me nothing 
What is happening in this chapter?  

Do we know why David tells Joab to number the people?

V1 Now again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and it incited David against them to say…

1 Chronicles 21:1 Then Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel 

What happens after the numbering was completed?

2 Samuel 24:10 Now David’s heart troubled him…so David said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done…please take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have acted very foolishly.

1 Chronicles 21:7 God was displeased with this thing, so He struck Israel.

V8 David said to God, “I have sinned greatly, in that I have done this thing, But now, please take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.
Through the prophet Gad, David is offered three consequences...famine…flee from foes…pestilence/sword of the LORD.  What does David chose?  WHY?

2 Samuel 24:14…the LORD for His mercies are great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man

What happened as a result of David’s choice?

2 Samuel 24:15 So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning until the appointed time, and seventy thousand men of the people from Dan to Beersheba died

As Jerusalem is about to be destroyed, what does the LORD do?

2 Samuel 24:16…the LORD relented from the calamity…”It is enough!”

What is David response to seeing the angel of the LORD?
2 Samuel 24:17…it is I who have sinned, and it is I who have done wrong; but these sheep, what have they done?  Please let Your hand do against me and against my father’s house.

1 Chronicles 21:16...Then David and the elders, covered with sackcloth, fell on their faces

V17 David said to God, “is it not I who commanded to count the people?
What do we learned about the altar David builds?

2 Samuel 24:18…Go up, erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.

V19 David went up accord to the word of Gad, just as the LORD had commanded.

V22 Araunah…”Let my lord the king take and offer up what is good in his sight.

V23 “Everything, O king, Araunah gives to the king.”…

V24…”No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me nothing.”…David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.

V25 David built and altar to the LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.  Thus the LORD was moved by prayer for the land, and the plague was held back from Israel.
1 Chronicles 21:24…No, but I will surely buy it for the full price; for I will not take what is yours for the LORD, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing.

V28…when David saw that the lord had answered him on the threshing floor of Oman the Jebusite, he offered sacrifice there.

V29 For the tabernacle of the LORD…and the altar of burnt offering were in the high place at Gibeon at that time.

V30 But David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was terrified by the sword of the angel of the LORD

What lessons are there for us in these two chapters-events…the sins of the leaders and the consequences for the people?
Two psalms are included in our lesson.  2 Samuel 22 is also found in Psalm 18.  Then 2 Samuel 23:1-7 is David’s final psalm, or at least his last words.
On page 63, we were asked to analyze the 2 Samuel 22.  What did you learn?

About God…

How David praises Him…

About David…

The use of lovingkindness…

What benefit is this psalm for us today?
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