Lesson 7



2 Samuel



May 7 and 12, 2009

REVIEW:  David—the good and the bad…  From 2 Samuel, what do we learn about David?
This week our study we looked at 1 Chronicles 22-27. Here at the end of David’s life, he prepared for the work of the temple that would be built after his death.

First in chapter 22 we see David’s charge to Solomon and the leaders of Israel.

What do we learn from David’s charge to Solomon?

Solomon(young, inexperienced(the LORD be with you, give discretion and understanding(keep the law of the LORD(then you will prosper(do not fear

House of the LORD(magnificent, famous, glorious

V5…Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the LORD shall be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all the lands…

V7 David said…I had intended to build a house to the name of the LORD my God.

V8 But the word of the LORD came to me…you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much blood on the earth before Me.

V9…a son…born to you…man of rest…I will give him rest from all his enemies…his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days.

V10 He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My so and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.
V11…my son, the LORD be with you that you may be successful…

V12 Only the LORD give you discretion and understanding, and give you charge over Israel, so that you may keep the law of the LORD your God.

V13 Then you will prosper, if you are careful to observe the statues and the ordinances…Be strong and courageous, do not fear nor be dismayed.

How do David’s words to Solomon in V12-13, relate to the LORD’s words in Joshua 1:6-9? (page 68, Q3)

V6 Be strong and courageous...

V7 Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law…so that you may have success wherever you go

V8…book of the law…meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written init; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success
Success / Prosper-The root means to accomplish satisfactorily what is intended. Real prosperity results from the work of God in the life of one who seeks God with all his heart

Strong-to be or grow firm or strong, strengthen:

Courageous- to be stout, strong, bold, alert:2
Then David turns to the leaders of Israel.  What charge does he give them?

LORD is with you, given you rest(set your heart and soul to seek the LORD(arise and build the sanctuary

V18 Is not the LORD your God with you?...has He not given you rest…the land is subdued before the LORD…

V19 Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; arise…build the sanctuary of the LORD God
· What personal application can we (should we) make from David’s charge to Solomon? (page 69, Q4)

   One we should take to heart for ourselves; one we should give to those who come after us…children, future leaders
In Chapters 23-26 we learn about the duties of the Levites and the priests.  The lists of names can make it difficult for the casual readers-our challenge this week was to understand why these duties were detailed out and our application from them.
Chapter 23-the Levites

Assist the priests with the service of the house of the LORD(thank and praise the LORD(offer burnt offerings(keep charge 

What are their duties?  (page 71, Q4)

In V4-5 we are given a summary of the service of the Levites, detailed explanation of each of given in CH 23-26

V28…to assist the sons of Aaron with the service of the house of the LORD…

V30…stand every morning to thank and to praise the LORD, likewise at evening

V31…offer all burnt offerings to the LORD…

V32…keep charge of the tent of meeting, and charge of the holy place and charge of the sons of Aaron…for the service of the house of the LORD.
Charge—responsibility, duty, mission, i.e., a service which has been assigned for care, implying an obligation to fulfill 

What changes did David make from Moses original instructions in Numbers? (page 72, Q6)

V26…the Levites will no longer need to carry the tabernacle and all its utensils for it s service

/v27 For my the last words of David the sons of Levi were numbered from twenty years old and upward.
What were the duties of Aaron and his sons? (page 72, Q4b)

Priests(set apart as most holy(minster to the LORD(bless in His name

V13…Aaron was set apart to sanctify him as most holy, he and his sons forever, to burn incense before the LORD, to minister to Him and to bless in His name forever.
Chapter 24—the priests

The priests were descendants of Aaron.  Two of Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests with Aaron but Nadab and Abihu died.  What did you learn about Nadab and Abihu in Levites 10:1-7?

V1…Nadab and Abihu…took their respective firepans…and offered strange fire before the LORD which He had not commanded them.

V2 And fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them…they died before the LORD
What do we learn about how they were organized?

V5…they were divided by lot, the one as the other; for they were officers of the sanctuary and officers of God, both from descendants of Eleazar and …Ithamar

Chapter 25-What do we learn about in this chapter? Prophesy- to utter by or as if by divine inspiration

Prophesy(sing with cymbals, harps, and lyres for the service of the household of God(giving thanks and praising the LORD

V1…sons of Asaph and of Heman and of Jeduthun were to prophesy with lyres, harps and cymbals…

V2 of the sons of Asaph…who prophesied under the direction of the king

V3 of Jeduthun…prophesied in giving thanks and praising the LORD

V 4 of Heman…V5…the king’s seer to exalt him according to the words of God…

V6 all these were under the direction of their father to sing in the house of God

V7…trained in singing to the LORD…all who were skillful…288

V8They cast lots for their duties…
Chapter 26—What do we learn about the Gatekeepers  V1-19
Gatekeepers(mighty men of valor, strength for service(minister in the house of the LORD

How are they described? (Page 76, Q3a)

V6…might men of valor…V7…valiant men…V8…able men with strength for the service…V9…valiant men…

What were their duties?

V12…duties like their relatives to minister in the house of the LORD

Treasurers (20-28)
The Levites(had charge of the treasures of the house of God and…dedicated gifts.

What do we learn about the dedicated gifts?

V26…King David…all the heads of the fathers’ households, the commanders…had dedicated

V27 They dedicated part of the spoil won in battles to repair the house of the LORD

V28…Samuel the seer…Saul…Abner…Joab…everyone who had dedicated anything…
Those who serve outside Jerusalem (29-32)

Capable men(for all the work of the LORD and service of the king

What do we learn about the other duties of the Levites?
V29…Izharites…assigned to outside duties for Israel as officers and judges

V30…Hebronites, Hashabiah and relatives…had charge of the affairs of Israel west of the Jordan, for all the work of the LORD and the service of the king.

V31…Hebronites, Jerijah…V32 and his relatives…overseers of the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of the Manassites concerning all the affairs of God and of the king
How does this relate to service within the body of Christ today? (page 76, Q3c)

Does God still qualifies His people for service or are only leadership roles are important in the church?
Today in the body of Christ there are areas of service that require specific qualifications. God has given each believer at least one spiritual gift, and these gifts are to be used in whatever area of service He calls believers to minister. And there is to be no jealousy or hurt feelings toward those with these qualities. 
How are you serving your church body? 
Chapter 27-What do we learn from the divisions given in this chapter?

David’s preparations—Why do you think David took so much care in preparing for the building of the temple?  

David’s leadership—what lessons can we learn from David’s actions? 
What can we learn from his example to apply to our lives? 
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