Lesson 1

Divided Heart/ Divided Nation

September 22 and 24, 2009
Who’s who?

Who are some of the people mentioned in 1 Kings 1?

What do we learn about David?

V1 old advanced in age…he could not keep warm

V4   (Abishag) the girl was very beautiful…nurse and served him, but the king did not cohabit with her 

REVIEW:   If you were with us before, what had we learn about David in 1 and 2 Samuel?

Who is Adonijah?  Oldest living son of King David 

V6…he was born after Absalom

What does he do?  

V5…exalted himself…”I will be king”…prepared…chariots…horsemen…fifty men to run before him

V7 He had conferred with Joab…Abiathar…they helped him

V9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth…invited all his brothers…

V10 But he did not invite Nathan…Benaiah, the might men and Solomon…
When David hears of it, from Bathsheba and Nathan, what does he do?

 V32…Call to me Zadok…Nathan…and Benaiah…

V33….have my son Solomon ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon

V34 Let Zadok…and Nathan…anoint him there as king over Israel, and blow the trumpet and say, ‘Long live King Solomon;

V35 …he shall come and sit on my throne and be king in my place; for I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah.
 Why did David want Solomon to be king? (cross-references DAY 2)
1 Chronicles 28:5 Chosen by the LORD to be king over Israel

1 Chronicles 29:1 God has chosen…young and inexperienced…the temple is…the LORD God 

When Adonijah and those with him heard that Solomon was made king, what did they do?

V49…the guest were terrified…arose…and each went on his way.

V50 Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar
How does Solomon respond to Adonijah’s request to not be put to death?

V52…If he is a worthy men, not one of his hairs will fall to the ground; but if wickedness is found in him he will die.

When Adonijah came before King Solomon he prostrated himself.  We might think he had given up and was submitting himself to Solomon. But after David had died, Adonijah makes a visit to Bathsheba and requests Abishag.  What does this show us about Adonijah?

Why did Adonijah think he should be king?

2:15…You know that the kingdom was mine and that all Israel expected me to be king; however, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother’s for it was his from the LORD.

He was basing his “right” to be king on what he wanted and what the people expected, not on what God wanted.  How does relate to James 3:13-18, a reference we looked at on page 10?

He used wisdom that which is not from above, which is described as…

V14 bitter jealousy…selfish ambition…
V15 earthly, natural, demonic
V16…disorder…every evil thing
How is wisdom from above described?

V17…pure…peaceable…gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy
Adonijah’s request led to his death.  What lessons from Adonijah’s life can we apply to our lives? (page 13, Q2)
1 Kings 2 opens up with David final charge to Solomon.  It includes the “usual” comments about 

V3 Keep the charge of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes…

But David goes on to tell Solomon about three men that David wants Solomon to especially deal with.  The first is Joab.  Why was he singled out?  What had Joab done? (cross-references DAY 5)
V5…he did to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner…and to Amasa…whom he killed; he also shed the blood of war in peace.   And he put the blood of war on his belt and about his waist, and on his sandals on his feet.
The second is Barzillai.  Why was Solomon to show kindness to his sons? (cross-references DAY 5)
V7…they assisted me when I fled from Absalom you brother
 The third man was Shimei.  What had is done?  (cross-references DAY 5)

V8…it was he who cursed me with a violet curse on the day I want to Manhanaim.

But…I swore to him by the LORD…’I will not put you to death…’
David told Solomon to use wisdom in dealing with Joab and Shimei.   What did he do to do and was it wise?

Joab he had killed

1 Kings 2:31…remove from me and …father’s house the blood which Joab shed without cause

                32 The LORD will return his blood on his own head…

Shimei he told to live in Jerusalem and not leave it.  When he did Solomon had him killed.

1 Kings 2:36…build for yourself a house in Jerusalem and live there, and do not go out from there to any place

                37For on the day you go out…you shall surely die, you blood shall be on your own head.
In our final question (Q4, page 18) this week we were asked to consider what we could learn from Solomon’s treatment of these men. What relationship does justice have with mercy?

Does our actions toward others reflect our attitude toward God?

What is the relationship of behavior to consequences?
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