Lesson 2 

Sweeter Than Chocolate 
     
    June 2, 2009

Review structure of the psalm—Fill in the blank.

· Psalm 119 is acrostic psalm.   
· The eight-verses in each stanza start with a letter in the Hebrew alphabet. 
· There are 22 stanzas for the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  
· Each of the 176 verses mentions the word of God.  
· It uses eight synonyms for the word of God, such as(law, commandments, testimonies, statutes, word, way, ordinances (judgemnts),  precepts 
Review Aleph stanza
    The psalmist desires to have his way established.  What does he say about “God’s way”?

Beth (verses 9-16) [pages 25–27] 

Key Talk Point:  How do I live purely in an X-rated world? 

· Aleph stanza defines the blameless or pure person--the Beth asks and answers the question of how to be this person. 
The stanza opens with the question—How can a young man keep his way pure? 

What are some specific threats to a life of purity today? For yourself? Your spouse? Your children? 


According to the psalmist, how does one keep his way pure? 

Keep it according to God’s word

With all my heart seek God

Treasure God’s word in my heart

Rejoice in the way of God’s testimonies, as much as all riches

Meditate on God’s precepts…regard His ways

Delight in God’s statutes

Not forget God Word
Do not let me wander…How are we prone to wander? 


TRUE STORIES:  What do we learn from David’s wandering in 2 Samuel 11 and 12? (pg. 26).
 
David looked(inquired(took(killed to hide it(was confronted(confessed(repented(suffered 

consequences                      
I shall not forget Your word…How can we not forget God’s word?
Memorize it, meditate on it, delight in it, etc…

Live It:  

• God’s Word is the way to purity. 

• If we are to live purely in our world, we must diligently to learn and treasure God’s Word. 

• God can keep us from wandering, but apart from His Word we are prone to wander. 
Gimel (verses 17-24) [pages 27-31]

Key Talk Points: Where can I find true counsel? Living as a stranger! 

· The first indication of outside opposition – of those who defy God. By contrast, the psalmist refers to himself here for the first time in the psalm with the phrase “Your servant.” Gimel shows us the people on the two paths and the friction that occurs. If the midst, the psalmist finds true counsel in God’s testimonies. 

How does the psalmist describe himself? God’s servant…a stranger (Ephesians 2:12-19)
Who else does he mention in this stanza?

The arrogant, the cursed, who wander from God’s commandments; princes’ sit and talk against him

How would you describe the psalmist’s situation? 


He is reproached (criticized, discredited) and held in contempt (attitude of utter disgust or hatred)
Where does he turn?


Meditates on God’s statutes, His testimonies are his delight, They are his counselors
Who or what are some of the common counselors of our culture?  How do we judge their value?

How do we get counsel from God’s Word? What would prevent us taking benefiting from it? 

TRUE STORIES:  What can we learn from Moses and Jethro in Exodus 18? (page 29)

Teach them the statutes and laws, make it known to them the way to walk and the work they are to do(select able men who fear God, men of truth…hate dishonest gain..place them as leaders(let them judge…every minor dispute(if you do...and God so commands
Digging Deeper- What else does God’s word say about counselors? (page 30)

Live It:  

• Following Christ will mean living as a stranger. 

• For counsel I can trust, I must know God’s Word. 

Daleth (verses 25- 32) [pages 31–34] 

Key Talk Points: How can I find strength to walk through life? The importance of clinging to God & choosing the faithful way 

· Of the 13 occurrences of derek (way/path) in Psalm 119, a whopping five show up in Daleth. Indeed, this is “the stanza of the path” and it answers the question where to find strength to walk God’s path. 
In verse 25 the psalmist states that his soul cleaves to the dust…that is the same Hebrew word in verse 31 where he states he clings to God’s testimonies.  What has made a difference?

What is the psalmist asking from God? 
Revive me according to Your word…teach me Your statutes…make me understand the way of Your precepts…strengthen me accord to Your word…remove the false way from me…grant me Your law

What is the psalmist doing?

I have told of my ways (confessed?)…I will mediate on Your wonders…my soul weeps because of grief (repentence?)…I have chosen the faithful way…I have placed Your ordinances before me…I cling to Your testimonies…I shall run the way of Your commandments

Digging Deeper—What else does God’s word say about clinging?

What are you clinging to that prevents you from clinging fully to God? 

Do you know anyone (in Scripture or in your own life) who fully clings to God? What does that look like? 
Live It:  

• We will always cling to something. The question is What will it be? 

•There are two paths and I need to choose the faithful way. 

• God strengthens us through His Word. 

He (verses 33-40) [pages 34–36] 

Key Talk Point:  How can I make my life count?  

What specifically does the psalmist pray for?

Teach me…the way of Your statutes

Give me understanding

Make me walk in the path of Your commandments

Incline my heart to Your testimonies

Turn away me eyes from looking at vanity

Establish Your word to Your servant

Turn away my reporach
Turn away my eyes from vanity.

What role does vanity and chasing after vanity play in our culture? 

How can turning your eyes from vanity help you align more with God and His Word? (page 36)

Read Philippians 4:8-9 and discuss the following: 

What should occupy our minds? 
How well do we do at this? 

How can we improve? 

Do you find yourself delighting in God’s commandments? Why/why not? 
…reverence for You.

Digging Deeper… what characterizes a person who has reverence for God and what benefits does this brings?

Live It:  

• God can revive us. He is the life giver. 

• My heart needs to be inclined toward Him. 

• Pursuing vanity will keep me from pursuing God and His purposes. 
Summing Up [pages 37–38] 

What key benefits does God’s Word claim it provides? 

How will your life (our churches) look different this week if you (we) live in light of one of them? 
"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing"


4. O to grace how great a debtor 


Daily I’m constrained to be! 


Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 


Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 


Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 


Prone to leave the God I love; 


Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 


Seal it for Thy courts above. 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