Lesson 5

     
Divided Heart / Divided Nation
   

October 20 and 22, 2009

REVIEW:  Chapter themes/ Segment divisions

1 Kings 1–4 Solomon’s kingdom was firmly established
1 Kings 5–8 Solomon built the temple

This week we studied 1 Kings 9, where we learn that the Lord appeared to Solomon a 2nd time.

But first, what do we need to remember about the Lord’s 1st appearance to Solomon in 1 Kings 3?

V5…God said, ‘Ask what you wish Me to give you.

V9…give Your servant an understanding heart…

V12…I have done according to your words.

V13…also…riches and honor…

V14 if you walk in My ways, keeping My statues and commandments, as your father David walked, then I will prolong your days.
When did the 2nd appearance happen?

1 Kings 9:1…when Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord…the king’s house…all that Solomon desired to do,

What does the Lord say in response to Solomon’s prayer?

V3…I have heard your prayer…supplication…I have consecrated this house…by putting My name there forever…My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

REVIEW: In 1 Kings 8, what had Solomon prayed for? 

When /if defeat…no rain…famine…pestilence…etc… in the land

If they….pray…repent…confess…

Then hear from heaven and forgive…maintain cause…
As for you…what conditional promise does the Lord direct to Solomon?

V4 If you will walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all I have commanded…keep My statutes…ordinances

V5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever…

What would be the consequences if Solomon or his sons fail to walk in God’s ways?

V6 But if you or your sons…turn away from following Me…do not keep My commandments…and go and serve other gods and worship them

V7 then I will cut off Israel from the land…and the house which I have consecrated for My name, I will cast out of My sight…

V8…this house will become a heap of ruins; everyone…will…say, ‘Why…’

V9…because they forsook the Lord their God…and adopted other gods and worship them and served them, therefore the Lord has brought all this adversity on them.’”

2 Chronicles 7:11-22 is a parallel account to 1 Kings 9:1-9. We again see that

V11…Solomon had finished the house of the Lord and the king’s palace… 

V12…the Lord appeared to Solomon 

In verse 12 through 15, is where the 2 Chronicles passage differs from 1 Kings 9.

Let’s look at each of these verses.

V12 tells us that God had chosen this place for Himself as a house of sacrifice.

V13 gives us three “if” statements- these relate to the “if” statements Solomon included in his prayer.—Why would the Lord send these things?
V14 what do the people need to do?  Humble and seek God’s face-not in Solomon’s prayer
humble themselves and pray and seek My face an turn from their wicked ways

Then what will God do?  …hear from heaven…forgive their sin…heal their land 
V15 ends with the promise that God’s…eyes will be open and…ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place.
Is this promise applicable to the church today? (page 61)

2 Chronicles 7:13-15 presents the immediate context of verse 14 which is many times taken out of its context. The reference in these verses is specifically regarding Israel in their land.

What more do we learn about Solomon in the rest of 1 Kings 9?

Cities-

V11…King Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee

V12…they did not please him

V13…they were called the land of Cabul (as good as nothing)

V16 Pharaoh…captured Gezer…burned it…killed the Canaanites…given as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s wife

V19…storage cities…cities for his chariots…cities for his horsemen

Pharaoh’s daughter
Forced laborers- 

V20 all the people who were left…who were not of the sons of Israel…

V21…from them Solomon levied forced laborers

Sons of Israel-
V22…they were men of war…servants…princes…captains, chariot commanders… horsemen… V23…chief officers
Offerings-  V25…three times a year…
Ships-  V26…built a fleet of ship…
2 Chronicles 8 is a parallel account-in which we learn more details in regard to his wife--

V11…my wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of Israel, because the places are holy where the ark of the Lord has entered

And details about the offering and worship in verses 12-15

V13…did so according to the daily rule…according to the commandment of Moses…

V14…according to the ordinance of his father David,…according to the daily rule…

How does what we learn about Solomon compare to the commands in Exodus 23 and Deuteronomy 7 and 17?

Exodus 23:32 You shall make no covenant with them or with their gods.

Deuteronomy 17:16…he shall not multiply horses for himself…17 He shall not multiply wives for himself…nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself
Although Solomon may not have broken God’s commands by marrying the Pharaoh’s daughter- did he endanger his relationship with the Lord by this marriage? (page 64) 

What do we learn in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 about our relationships?

V14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers…what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?

V15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial…what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?

V16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God…

V17Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE…and I will welcome you

7:1…let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Timeline-
The Lord appeared to Solomon
4th  year of reign-Solomon started the temple

11th year of reign-he completed the temple

24th year of reign-he complete both houses

The Lord appeared to Solomon

Solomon built cities…Used forced laborer

Worshiped according to the daily rule…commandment of Moses…ordinance of his father

Made sons of Israel men of war, captains, commanders
