Lesson 5 

Sweeter Than Chocolate 
     
    June 30, 2009 
Finding Security in Unstable Times

Samekh through Tsadhe Overview: [page 97] 

What questions do you have after reading these stanzas? 

How do those who follow God differ from those who don’t? 

What characterizes the “adversaries”? 

Which of the psalmist’s attitudes will benefit our thinking? How can we incorporate them? 

Samekh (verses 113-120) [pages 98-103] 

Key Talk Points: Fearing God, I need fear nothing else 
 

        God is my stability and support 
· Samak, translated “sustain” in verse 116, can mean support. Indeed this is a stanza of stability and safety. God is referred to as a “hiding place” and “shield”; and the psalmist prays that God will sustain and uphold him. 
I hate those who are DOUBLE-MINDED…(1374 δίψυχος )
What does it mean to be double-minded?


1a wavering, uncertain, doubting. 1b divided in interest.
What does the bible say about double-minded people?
Joshua 24:14 "Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 "If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

 22 Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the LORD, to serve Him." And they said, "We are witnesses." 23 "Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel."
Matthew 6:24"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other You cannot serve God and wealth

Considering Matthew 6, do you serve two masters? How does serving two master affect us? 

 
James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
James 4:8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
TRUE STORIES: ELIJAH in 1 Kings 18:21

 21 Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people did not answer him a word.
What is the cure for “double-mindedness”?

V113…love Your law; V114…wait for Your word…V118-not wander from God’s statutes…V120 fear God
Digging Deeper… My hiding place and my shield…

Where are these found the bible?

Psalm 32:7 You are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah. 
2 Samuel 22:3 My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; My savior, You save me from violence. 

2 Samuel 22:31 "As for God, His way is blameless; The word of the LORD is tested; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 

2 Samuel 22:36 "You have also given me the shield of Your salvation, And Your help makes me great. 
How can I apply it to my life?

ONE STEP FURTHER: Wait


(3176)---In the Psalms, it frequently means to wait with hope Ps 31:24, 33:20, 22, 38:15,42:5
How does the truth that God is your hiding place and shield enable you to wait? 

Respond to this statement: Fearing God, I don’t need to fear anything else. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

Live It:  

• If I fear God, I don’t have to fear anything else. 

• God seeks whole hearts, not double-minds
Ayin (verses 121-128) [pages 104-107] 

Key Talk Points: Investing in what is more valuable than gold 
 

        Serving a God who acts 

The Hebrew word for “eye” is ayin, so it is not surprising to see verse 123 begin with the word ayin in reference to the psalmist’s eyes. The word that stands out most prominently in this stanza, though, is asah. It begins lines 121, 124, and 126 and is translated “done,” “deal,” and “act.” 
Therefore I esteem right all Your precepts concerning everything…

How much of the word do you “esteem right”?

If we did as the psalmist did how would it effect how we live?
He loved all God’s commandments because he esteemed them to be right, all reasonable and just, and suited to the end for which they were made. They are all as they should be, and no fault can be found with them; and we must love them because they bear God’s image and are the revelations of his will.  Matthew Henry
The psalmist states in V121 that he has done justice and righteousness—yet what kind of situation is he in?

What is he calling on God to do? WHY?
ONE STEP FURTHER: Habakkuk

What is his situation?  How does he respond to God’s answer?

Live It:  

• God’s precepts are right. I need to continually align myself to that fact. 

• The God who acted on behalf of His servant in Psalm 119 is the same God who acts on behalf of His 
servants today. 

Pe (verses 129-136) [pages 108-111] 

Key Talk Point: Pursuing a God who gives understanding to the simple 

What does the psalmist say in this stanza about God’s word?

V129 Your testimonies are wonderful…

V130 The unfolding of Your words gives light;  It gives understanding to the simple.
Understanding: Who do we learn about in the Old testament that had understanding?


How did the person finish life – well or poorly? 
Exodus 36:1"Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom the LORD has put skill and understanding to know how to perform all the work in the construction of the sanctuary, shall perform in accordance with all that the LORD has commanded." 

David to Solomon(1 Chronicles 22:12 "Only the LORD give you discretion and understanding, and give you charge over Israel, so that you may keep the law of the LORD your God. 

Solomon(1 Kings 3:9 "So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?" 
Daniel(Daniel 1:4 youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.

1:20 As for every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his realm. 
What do we learn in the New testament about understanding:
Acts 4:1-20 
What did the people notice about Peter and John? 

 How are they described? 

 When people look at you, do they recognize that you have been with Jesus? 

Colossians 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself 

2 Timothy 2:7 Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 

James 3:13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 
1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 
Based on your observations of the Church in America, how fully do you think the message that God gives understanding to the simple has impacted the lives of typical believers? 
How could more fully embracing this truth change individuals and the Church as a whole? 

Live It:  

• God’s Word is not distant. It is near and so accessible. 

• By God’s grace, I can understand it and confidently tell other people they can understand it too!
Tsadhe (verses 137-144) [pages 112-116] 

Key Talk Point: Held by an everlasting righteousness 

· Tsadhe stanza is all about righteousness with forms of the word “righteous” appearing five times in the eight-line stanza. It is very interesting and telling that the psalmist never uses the term righteousness to describe himself. He speaks about righteous acts he’s done in Ayin, but the inherent quality of righteousness is something he attributes only to God and His Word. 

What does the psalmist say about righteousness?

How do the psalmist’s words about righteousness compare with 2 Corinthians 5? 

What does it mean to live as a new creature? 

Digging Deeper: My zeal has consumed me…
What did you learn about zeal in the Digging Deeper section? Is zeal always pleasing to God? 
 2 Samuel 21:2 So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them (now the Gibeonites were not of the sons of Israel but of the remnant of the Amorites, and the sons of Israel made a covenant with them, but Saul had sought to kill them in his zeal for the sons of Israel and Judah). 

Ezra 7:23 "Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done with zeal for the house of the God of heaven, so that there will not be wrath against the kingdom of the king and his sons. 

Psalm 69:9 For zeal for Your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 

Isaiah 9:7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this. 

John 2:17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." 

Romans 10:2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. 
Do you live a life that is zealous for God?
Live It:  

• I am only righteous through Jesus. 

• God’s righteousness is everlasting. 

SUMMING UP AND LOOKING AHEAD 

• What key benefits does God’s Word claim it provides? 

• How will your life look different this week if you live in light of one of them? 
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