Lesson 6

     
Divided Heart / Divided Nation
   

October 27 and 29, 2009

REVIEW:  God’s promises to Solomon?...conditions?
What we learn this week about Solomon can be summed up in four words—wisdom...wealth...wives...wrath
Wisdom / Wealth

In 1 Kings 10 and 2 Chronicles 9 we are introduced to the Queen of Sheba. She had heard about Solomon and came to test him.  What did she find?

1 Kings 10:4 When the queen of Sheba perceived all the wisdom of Solomon, the house...5 the food...the seating of his servants, the attendance of his waiters...their attire...his cupbearers...stairway...to the house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her.

V7...You exceed in wisdom and prosperity the report which I heard
V8 How blessed are your men...servants who stand before you continually and hear your wisdom.

V10 She gave the king 120 talents of gold and a very great amount of spices and precious stones.  Never again did such abundance of spices come in as that which the queen of Sheba gave King Solomon

 What else do we learn about Solomon’s wealth in the rest of 1 Kings 10?
V14...weight of gold which came in to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold

V15 besides that from the traders and the wares of the merchants and all the kings of the Arabs and the governors of the country.

V16...200 large shield of beaten gold...V17...300 shields of beaten gold...

V18...the king made a great throne of ivory and overlaid it with refined gold

V20 12 lions were standing there on the six steps on the one side and on the other; noting like it was made for nay other kingdom.

V21 All Kings Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold...all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold.

V22...ships of Tarshish...once every three years...came brings gold and silver ivory and apes and peacocks

V23...King Solomon became greater than all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom

V24 All the earth was seeking the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom which God had put on his heart.

V25  They brought every man his gift, articles of silver and gold, garments, weapons, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by hear.
Solomon was very, very wealthy.  God had promised him riches.  What about us?  Can Christians be wealthy or is having money a sin?  What is God’s word final answer on wealth...or least according to the cross-references we looked at on page 71?

Wives

What do we learn about Solomon and his wives in 1 Kings 11:1-8?

V1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh...

V2...Solomon held fast to these in love

V3...his wives turned his heart away

V4 For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been

V5 For Solomon went after Ashtoroth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites 

V6 Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not follow the Lord fully...

V7...Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the destestable idol of Moab...and for Molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon

V8...also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.
Wrath

According to 1 Kings 11:9-10, why was God angry with Solomon?

V9...the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel...

V10...that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the Lord had commanded
What do we learn in 1 Kings 11:11-13 about the consequences of Solomon’s actions?

V11...I will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant

V12...I will not do it in your days...but I will tear it out of the hand of your son

V13...I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen

What do we learn about Solomon’s adversaries?

V14 the Lord raised up an adversary...Hadad the Edomite; he was of the royal line in Edom (located in SE corner of kingdom)
Back story-V15...Joab...had struck down every male in Edom


     V17...Hadad fled to Egypt...while Hadad was a young boy

     V19...Hadad found great favor before Pharaoh...he gave him in marriage the sister of his wife...

     V20 The sister...bore his son...Genubath was in Pharaoh’s house among the sons of Pharaoh.

     V21...Hadad heard...that David...and...Joab...was dead...sent me away, that I may go to my own country
V23 God also raised up another adversary to him, Rezon...who had fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah
Back story-V24 He gathered men to himself and became leader of a marauding band, after David slew them of 

Zobah...reigned in Damascus (located NE of kingdom)
V25...he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, along with the evil that Hadad did ; and he abhorred Israel and reigned over Aram
V26...Jeroboam...Solomon’s servant...also rebelled against the king

V28...was a valiant warrior...industrious...over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph
The prophet Ahijah found Jeroboam on the road outside Jerusalem.  What do we learn about God’s plan for him?
1 Kings 11:31...thus says the Lord, the God of Israel...I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you 10 tribes

   V37 I will take you, and you shall reign over whatever you desire, and you shall be king over Israel.

Why?  V33 because they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped (other gods)...they have not walked in My ways, doing what is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My ordinances, as his father David did
What was the condition of the promise?
V38...if you listen to all that I command you and walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you.

Two new kings—Rehoboam / Jeroboam

Chapters 11 of 1 Kings and 9 of 2 Chronicles end with Solomon’s death.  In 1 Kings 12 we are introduced to Solomon’s son who would be king after him.  What happens as his kingdom is established?

V1...Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to...to make him king.

V3...Jeoboam and all the assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam saying...

V4...lighten the hard service of your father...and we will serve you.

V12...on the third day...

V13 The king answered the people harshly, for he forsook the advice of the elders...

V14 he spoke according to the advice of the young men...”...I will add to your yoke...I will discipline with scorpions.”

V15...the king did not listen to the people; for it was a turn of events from the Lord, that He might establish His word, which the Lord spoke through Ahijah...

V16...all Israel say that the king did not listen to them...So Israel departed to their tents

V17...the sons of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them

V19...Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

V21...Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah...tribe of Benjamin...to fight against the house of Israel to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon

V24...thus says the Lord, “You must not go up and fight against your relatives the sons of Israel...for this thing has come from Me”...so they listened to the word of the lord, and returned and went their way according to the word of the Lord

Jeroboam

V20...all Israel...made him (Jeroboam) king over all Israel.  

V26...the kingdom will return to the house of David

V28...the king consulted and made two golden calves...behold your gods...that brought you up from the land of Egypt

V29 He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.

V31...he made houses on high places...made priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi

V32...instituted a feast in the 8th month on the 15th day...like the feast which is in Judah and he went up to the altar...sacrificing to the calves he had made.

V33...which he devised in his own heart;
In our workbook on page 75...we read...”So often we’re tempted to live by emotion rather than wisdom.  We substitute what we can see and touch—wealth, power, position—for the reality of the unseen.  We lose sight of God this way.”

How had Solomon and Jeroboam lived by their emotion rather then wisdom?

Solomon who had more wisdom and wealth then any other was driven by his emotions—love for his foreign wives and reaped consequences that affected not only him but the entire kingdom.

Jeroboam had God’s gift of 10 tribes of Israel...yet he followed his heart and led the people into idolatry.

Are we being led by the emotions of our hearts or the wisdom of God?

 Proverbs 28:26 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But he who walks wisely will be delivered. 
You may want to read Proverbs and Ecclesiastes in the two months break between classes and consider marking wealth and wisdom.
