A Divided Heart / A Divided Nation





        Lesson 7
                                          





                                DAY TWO
Proverbs 1

    20 Wisdom shouts in the street,

         She lifts her voice in the square; 

    21 At the head of the noisy streets she cries out;

         At the entrance of the gates in the city she utters her sayings: 

    22 "How long, O naive ones, will you love being simple-minded?

         And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing

         And fools hate knowledge? 

    23 "Turn to my reproof,

         Behold, I will pour out my spirit on you;

         I will make my words known to you. 

    24 "Because I called and you refused,

         I stretched out my hand and no one paid attention; 

    25 And you neglected all my counsel

         And did not want my reproof; 

    26 I will also laugh at your calamity;

         I will mock when your dread comes, 

    27 When your dread comes like a storm

         And your calamity comes like a whirlwind,

         When distress and anguish come upon you. 

    28 "Then they will call on me, but I will not answer;

         They will seek me diligently but they will not find me, 

    29 Because they hated knowledge

         And did not choose the fear of the LORD. 

    30 "They would not accept my counsel,

         They spurned all my reproof. 

    31 "So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way

         And be satiated with their own devices. 

    32 "For the waywardness of the naive will kill them,

         And the complacency of fools will destroy them. 

    33 "But he who listens to me shall live securely

         And will be at ease from the dread of evil."
Proverbs 8

  1 Does not wisdom call,

         And understanding lift up her voice?

10 "Take my instruction and not silver,
          And knowledge rather than choicest gold.
11 "For wisdom is better than jewels;
          And all desirable things cannot compare with her.
12 "I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,
          And I find knowledge and discretion.
 13 "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;
          Pride and arrogance and the evil way
          And the perverted mouth, I hate.
14 "Counsel is mine and sound wisdom;
          I am understanding, power is mine.
    15 "By me kings reign,
          And rulers decree justice.
  16 "By me princes rule, and nobles,
          All who judge rightly.
   17 "I love those who love me;
          And those who diligently seek me will find me.
   18 "Riches and honor are with me,
          Enduring wealth and righteousness.
   19 "My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold,
          And my yield better than choicest silver.
   20 "I walk in the way of righteousness,
          In the midst of the paths of justice,
   21 To endow those who love me with wealth,
         That I may fill their treasuries.
Proverbs 19

20 Listen to counsel and accept discipline,
      That you may be wise the rest of your days.
21 Many plans are in a man's heart, 
     But the counsel of the LORD will stand.
Proverbs 11:14 Where there is no guidance the people fall,
                           But in abundance of counselors there is victory.

Proverbs 12:20 Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil,
                          But counselors of peace have joy.
Psalm 119:24 Your testimonies also are my delight; 
                       They are my counselors.
Isaiah 9: 6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us;
                  And the government will rest on His shoulders;
                 And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
                 Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
Proverbs 3

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart
   And do not lean on your own understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,
   And He will make your paths straight.

                                          





                           DAY THREE

Exodus 32

 1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, "Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him."

 2 Aaron said to them, "Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me."

 3 Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears and brought them to Aaron.

 4 He took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt."

 5 Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD."

 6 So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

 7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.

 8 "They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!'"

 9 The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, they are an obstinate people.

 10 "Now then let Me alone, that My anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them; and I will make of you a great nation."

 19 It came about, as soon as Moses came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing; and Moses' anger burned, and he threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain.

 20 He took the calf which they had made and burned it with fire, and ground it to powder, and scattered it over the surface of the water and made the sons of Israel drink it.

 21 Then Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you, that you have brought such great sin upon them?"

 22Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord burn; you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil.

 23 "For they said to me, 'Make a god for us who will go before us; for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.'

 24 "I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them tear it off.' So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf."

 25 Now when Moses saw that the people were out of control--for Aaron had let them get out of control to be a derision among their enemies--

 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, "Whoever is for the LORD, come to me!" And all the sons of Levi gathered together to him.

 27 He said to them, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Every man of you put his sword upon his thigh, and go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.'"

 28 So the sons of Levi did as Moses instructed, and about three thousand men of the people fell that day.
Luke 14

 25 Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them,

 26 "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

 27 "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

 28 "For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?

 29 "Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him,

 30 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.'

 31 "Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?

 32 "Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace.

 33 "So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.
Deuteronomy 13

 6 "If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, 'Let us go and serve other gods' (whom neither you nor your fathers have known,

 7 of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other end),

 8 you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him.

 9 "But you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people.

 10 "So you shall stone him to death because he has sought to seduce you from the LORD your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

 11 "Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such a wicked thing among you.
                                     





                              DAY FOUR

Hosea 4

    1 Listen to the word of the LORD, O sons of Israel,

         For the LORD has a case against the inhabitants of the land,

         Because there is no faithfulness or kindness

         Or knowledge of God in the land. 

    2 There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery 

         They employ violence, so that bloodshed follows bloodshed. 

    3 Therefore the land mourns,

         And everyone who lives in it languishes

         Along with the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky,

         And also the fish of the sea disappear. 

    4 Yet let no one find fault, and let none offer reproof;

         For your people are like those who contend with the priest. 

    5 So you will stumble by day,

         And the prophet also will stumble with you by night;

         And I will destroy your mother. 

    6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge 

         Because you have rejected knowledge,

         I also will reject you from being My priest 

         Since you have forgotten the law of your God,

         I also will forget your children.
Daniel 11:32b but the people who know their God will display strength and take action.
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