Lesson 7

     
Divided Heart / Divided Nation
   

November 3 and 5, 2009

REVIEW:  From what we learned in 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles, why could we say Solomon’s reign could be summed up in these four words? 

wisdom...wealth...wives...wrath
1 Kings 11 and 2 Chronicles 9 close with the mention of Solomon’s death.  This week we studied 1 Kings 12--13 and 2 Chronicles 10--11, in these four chapters we learn about two new kings.  Our discussion will focus on these two men, what we learn about them and what we can learn from them.  As time allows we will also discuss the “man of God” and the “old prophet” mentioned in 1 Kings 13.

You may want to refer to Profile on page 88

King Rehoboam




King Jeroboam_______
1 Kings 11:43-12:24/2 Chronicles 10-11

1 Kings 11:26-40; 12:25-33; 13:1-10

Why were they king?

Who are they...their linage...?
1 Kings 11:43 Solomon slept with his fathers...
1 Kings 11:26...the son of Nebat





        His son Rehoboam reigned in his place

                      an Ephraimite of Zeredah
Who was in their kingdoms?      1Kings 12:20...None but the tribe of Judah 

  1 Kings 12:20...all Israel   

What tribes?                    

                   followed the house of David

Who did they consult?

1 Kings 12:6...the elders



  1 Kings 12:26...his heart





    8...the young men who grew up with him
Who’s counsel did they follow?   1 Kings 12:13...forsook the advice of the elders...
 




 spoke according to the advice of the young men











 DIY-religion-driven by fear and convenience  
What was the result?

1 Kings12:16...all Israel saw that the king did not 
  1 Kings 12:28...made 2 golden calves

listen to them...


          “behold your gods”





19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the 
    31...made houses on high places

house of David to this day
                                        made priests from among all
     the people, who were not sons of Levi

  32...instituted a feast in the 8th month on            the 15th day...he went up to the altar...

   sacrificing to the calves which he made 
        




       30...this thing became a sin for the 
        




                          people...

What happened when Rehoboam and the people obeyed God?

1 Kings 12:24...they listened to the word of the Lord...and went their way according to the word of the Lord                
2 Chronicles 11:5...built cities for defense 11...strengthened the fortresses 12...he held Judah and Benjamin

13...the priests and Levites...stood with him from all their districts...
       

17 They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam...for 3 years, they walked in the way of David and Solomon 
What lessons can we learn from these kings and the counsel they followed?

...from Rehoboam’s decision to ignore the counsel of the elders? Page 80


he followed the advise of those who advocated harsh treatment and paid the price

..from Jeroboam’s decision to follow his heart? Page 83


the kingdom was given to him, he should not have feared the people, but acted in faith

...and the people under them? Page 84

the people of Israel had to choice to stay in Israel or go to Jerusalem, they were responsible for their action

What are some of your insights regarding counsel from the word of God, on pages 80-81?

Proverbs 1:23 turn to my reproof...I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you


     25...you neglected all my counsel...26 I will also laugh at your calamity...mock when your dread comes...

  33 he who listens to me shall lie securely and will be at ease from the dread of evil
Proverbs 8:14 Counsel is mine and sound wisdom;

           I am understanding, power is mine
      17...those who diligently seek me will find me

Proverbs 19:20 Listen to counsel and accept discipline,



That you may be wise the rest of your days.


       21...the counsel of the Lord will stand
Finally...in 1 Kings 13
What did the man of God say to the altar in Bethel?

V2...a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you...human bones shall be burned on you
Remember this prophecy was fulfilled nearly 300 years later- found in 2 Kings 23:15-18

How did Jeroboam respond?  What does that tell you about him?

V4...Seize him...

V 33 after this event Jeroboam did not return from his evil way, but again he made priests of the high places from among all the people; any who would, he ordained, to be priests of the high places.

What specific instructions had the Lord given the man of God about his mission?

V9...commanded me by the word of the Lord, saying, ‘You shall eat no bread, not drink water, nor return by the way which you came.’

What happened when he failed to follow those instructions?  When we listened to the old prophet?

V24...when he had gone, a lion met him on the way and killed him, and his body was thrown on the road, with the donkey standing beside it; the lion also was standing beside the body.

What lessons can we take from this account? Page 87
Don’t act against the expressed word of God
Lies may have a ring of truth; I need to know the truth so as to not be deceived
God’s judgment for sin, maybe immediate, as in the death of the man of God

Or it maybe delayed, as in Jeroboam’s leading the people into to sin, but it will come
