Lesson 8


Divided heart / Divided Nation


November 10 and 12, 2009

REVIEW:  What do we need to remember about David?

 Solomon?

Jeroboam - 1Kings 14:1-20

Jeroboam’s son is sick.  He sends his wife to Ahijah.  What message does the prophet give the woman?

V 7 Thus says the Lord God of Israel...I exalted you...made you leader... 

V 8 tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you—yet you have not been like...David...

V 9 you also have done more evil than all who were before you...made for yourself other gods and molten 
      images to provoke Me to anger, and have cast Me behind your back—
V10 therefore...I am bringing calamity on the house of Jeroboam and will cut off from Jeroboam every male 

       person...make a clean sweep of the house of Jeroboam

V14...the Lord will raise up for Himself a king over Israel who will cut off the house of Jeroboam this day and 

       from now one

V15...the Lord will strike Israel...He will uproot Israel from this good land...will scatter them beyond the 

       Euphrates River, because they have...provoked the Lord to anger.

V16 He will give up Israel on account of the sins of Jeroboam, which he committed and with which he made 

       Israel to sin 










1 Kings 11:38

When the Lord gave Jeroboam the 10 tribes, he also gave him the conditional promise of an enduring house.
But Jeroboam failed to receive the fulfillment of that promise.  What is the key to blessing? (page 92, Q 5)

Do the opposite of Jeroboam-recognize what you have is God’s gift to you, be devoted to God and not led by your fear
I keep thinking of Matthew 24:13 But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.   And a John Stott’s quote—”...not because salvation is the reward of endurance but because endurance is the hallmark of the saved.”

Rehoboam - 1 Kings 14:21-31 and 2 Chronicles 12
 1st-3rd year Judah walked the way of David(2 Chron 11:17)(4th  ? (5th  Shishak came up against Jerusalem

So what happened between the 3rd and 5th year?

1 Kings 14:22 Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they provoked Him to jealousy more than all that their fathers had done, with the sins which they committed

V23 For they also built for themselves high places and sacred pillars and Asherim on every high hill and beneath every luxuriant tree.

V24 There were also male cult prostitutes in the land.  They did according to all the abominations of the nations which the Lord dispossessed before the sons of Israel.
2 Chronicles 12:1...Rehoboam...and all Israel...forsook the law of the Lord. V2...they been unfaithful to the Lord...

Asherah -pl. Asherim; This was the name of a sensual Canaanitish goddess Astarte, the feminine of the Assyrian Ishtar. Its symbol was the stem of a tree deprived of its boughs, and rudely shaped into an image, and planted in the ground.
When Shishak came against Jerusalem, what did he take?

1 Kings 14:26 He took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king’s house, and he took everything, even talking all the shields of gold which Solomon had made

2 Chronicles 12:9...took the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king’s palace.  He took everything; he even took the golden shields which Solomon had made.
What more do we learn about the 5th year of Rehoboam’s reign in 2 Chronicles 12?

V6 So the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The Lord is righteous.”

V7 When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves...”I will grant them some measure of deliverance, and My wrath shall not be poured out on Jerusalem by means of Shishak.

V8 But they will become his slaves so that they may learn the difference between My service and the service of the kingdoms of the countries.”
From 2 Chronicles 12:11-12- it seems like Rehoboam continued to humble himself before the Lord. 

Yet, what does it say about his heart?

2 Chronicles 12:14 He did evil because he did not set his heart to seek the Lord.
     Think about:  How did he not set his heart to seek the Lord?  What did he not do that he should have done?
Do we struggle with sin / doing evil today, because we fail to “set our hearts to seek the Lord”?
Abijah - 1 Kings 15:1-8 and 23 Chronicles 13
What do we learn about Abijam in 1 Kings 15?

V2 He reigned three years in Jerusalem...

V3 He walked in all the sins of his father which he had committed before him; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, like the heart of his father David

What more to we learn from 2 Chronicles 13 about when Abijah went to war against Jeroboam?
V4...Abijah stood on Mt. Zemaraim...in the hill country of Ephraim...Listen to me...

V5 the Lord God of Israel gave the rule of Israel forever to David and his sons by a covenant of salt (Nu. 18:19)

V8 SO now you intent to resist the kingdom of the Lord...begin a great multitude and having...golden calves

V10 But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken Him...

V11...for we have keep the charge of the Lord our God, but you have forsaken Him
V18 the sons of Israel were subdued at that time, and the sons of Judah conquered because they trusted the Lord, the God of their fathers.

What have you learned about the importance of a heart completely God’s versus a divided heart? (page 94,Q5b)
What is the Greek word for wholly devoted? 

 Interesting to consider-the peace (not perfection) of a wholly devoted heart and the lack of peace in a divided heart...


      - Jeroboam(Nadab



                   
22 years-did more evil than all before you

     David(Solomon(      
made gods, molten images, provoke God to anger




              

therefore-calamity; cut off house of Jeroboam, clean sweep...





 
                   -- Rehoboam(           Abijam/Abijah(Asa
 
                    17 years             
               3 years-Heart not wholly devoted
    
Did not set heart to seek the Lord 
                  

     
1 – 3 -walked in the way of David

      
      4   ?

        
      5 – forsook the Lord

         Lord forsook then to Shishak

                 Humbled themselves


         Lord gave deliverance as slaves

