Lesson 2



Matthew part 1

    
      January 26 and 28, 2010

REVIEW:  What do we learn about Jesus found in Matthew chapters 1 and 2?

1:1 Messiah, son of David, Son of Abraham

1: 21...He will save His people from their sins

1: 23...THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL...”GOD WITH US”

 2:2 ...born King of the Jews...
This week in chapter 3, we learn about John the Baptist.  How would you describe him and explain his role to someone?

V1...preaching in the wilderness of Judea

V2 Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand
V3...THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS

V4...had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt...food was locusts and wild honey

V6...baptized...in the Jordan River, as...confessed their sins

V7...said... V8...bear fruit in keeping with repentance

V11...baptize...with water for repentance...
REPENT

Preaching...repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand...

What does it mean to repent? (WORD STUDY, page 17)
Repent- (metanoeo)-to change one's mind, i.e. to repent; to change one's mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one's past sins
John seems to have harsh words for the Pharisees and Sadducees in V7.  On page 18, in our workbook, we read that the concept of repentance is found in the Hebrew word, shuv, often translated ”returning to the Lord.  What should they (the Pharisees and Sadducees) have known from the Old Testament about “returning to the Lord”? 
Isaiah 55: 7  Let the wicked forsake his way          
                      And the unrighteous man his thoughts;          

                     And let him return to the LORD,          
Jeremiah 3:12 ...'Return, faithless Israel,' declares the LORD... 
     

13 'Only acknowledge your iniquity,    

         
 That you have transgressed against the LORD your God    

         
 And have scattered your favors to the strangers under every green tree,     

         
 And you have not obeyed My voice,' declares the LORD.   

     

14 'Return, O faithless sons,' declares the LORD;     
Deuteronomy 30:2 and you return to the LORD your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul 
          according to all  that I command you today, you and your sons...
They should have known, returning to the Lord required a change in their lives, evidenced by the bearing of good fruit.  So what does John say would happen to those “every tree” who does not bear good fruit, according to V10?

...cut down and thrown into the fire
And how about the chaff in V12?

...burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire
In our workbook on page 19, it was suggested that we journal our prayers of confession as we seek God’s forgiveness, why might this be helpful?

Baptism-John baptized with water -how would Jesus baptized?  

V11...He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire
Why was it necessary for John to baptized Jesus?

V15...for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness

John 1:31...but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water
TEMPTATION

In chapter 4, following Jesus’ baptism, He was led into the wilderness.  What was Satan tempting Him to do?

V3...If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread. (to live on bread alone)
V6...If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down...HIS ANGELS...WILL BEAR YOU UP (to test God)
V9...if You fall down and worship me (I will give you all the kingdoms of the world and their glory) 

(to worship Satan)
How did Jesus’ respond to each temptation?

V4...It is written...
V7...it is written...

V10 ...it is written...

Hebrews 4 tells us that Jesus was tempted in all things, yet without sin...

How are we to handle the temptations we have?

Hebrews 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

From 4:12 through the end of the chapter, what do we learn about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry?

V13...He came and settled in Capernaum...

V17...began to preach and say, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
V18...He saw two brothers, Simon...and Andrew...V19...He said...Follow me and I will make you fishers of men

V20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.

V21...He saw two other brothers, James...John...and He called to them

V22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him

V23...teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing...

V25 Large crowd followed Him

What does Mark and Luke write about Jesus’ message? (Page 22)
Mark 1

 14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,

 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."
Luke 4

 43 But He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose."

 44 So He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.
What would those listening to Jesus, have understood about the coming kingdom, according to the Old Testament passages on page 23?
Daniel 7

        13 One like a Son of Man was coming...
        14"And to Him was given dominion,

            Glory and a kingdom,

            That all the peoples, nations and men of every language

            Might serve Him 

            His dominion is an everlasting dominion

            Which will not pass away;

            And His kingdom is one

            Which will not be destroyed.
In chapters 3 - 4 we learn of John and then Jesus proclaiming the message-repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  There are those who after hearing John’s message repented and were baptized and there are the Pharisees and Sadducees that are called “a brood of vipers”.   Then there are the brothers, Peter and Andrew, then James and John who after hearing Jesus calls to Follow Him and they immediately leave and follow Him.

What should our response be to the message?

