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Matthew—Part 1


February 2010

REVIEW:  At-A-Glance:  What could be the themes for the first four chapters as they relate to Jesus?

Chapter 1—Jesus’ birth

Chapter 2—Jesus’ worshiped

Chapter 3—Jesus’ baptized

Chapter 4—Jesus tempted

Matthew chapters 5-7 contain what has come to be known as the Sermon on the Mount.  The focus of Lesson 3 is chapter 5.  We will discuss the following topics as Jesus mentioned them in his message:  blessed, salt and light, and righteousness

Life in the Kingdom of heaven 

 Matthew 1:1-12—Jesus defines the blessed life
(To be Makarios, blessed, is equivalent to having God’s kingdom within one’s heart.  Makarios is the one who is in the world yet independent of the world.  His satisfaction comes from God and not from favorable circumstances.1)
Today, we when hear someone say they are blessed—it is often because they had an outcome they desired.   Such as—job, good health, great friends, family, etc...

Who does Jesus say is blessed? 
How are they blessed? 
3 the poor in spirit 


theirs is the kingdom of heaven
(those who recognize their spiritual helplessness1 ...those who humbly trust in God, even though their loyalty results in oppression and material disadvantage.2)
4 those who mourn


they shall be comforted (Semitic idiom for what God will do2)
(mourn, sad or sorrowful1...life from a worldly point of view is an unhappy one2)
5 the gentle 



they shall inherit the earth (the ultimate vindication of the meek.2)

(This meekness does not blame God for the persecutions and evil doings of men.  It is not the result of weakness, and in the third Beatitude it expresses...the activity of the blessedness that exists  in one’s heart from being actively angry at evil.1)
6 those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
they shall be satisfied
(it means to hunger after something other than literal food, to long for righteousness; to desire ardently1...their one desire is for a relationship of obedience and trust with God.2)

7 the merciful 



they shall receive mercy
(Only occurrence in the bible as referring to believers...not merely those who express acts of mercifulness, but who have this attribute as a result of the indwelling of God1)

8 the pure in heart 


they shall see God (admitted to His presence, enjoy His fellowship1)
(...it denotes one who loves God with all his heart, with an undivided loyalty, and whose inward nature corresponds with his outward profession2)
9 the peacemakers 


they shall be called sons of God
(...the one who, having received the peace of God in his own heart, brings peace to others.  He is not simply one who makes peace between two parties, but one  who spreads the good news of the peace of God which he has experienced.1)
10 those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
(It indicates a whole life orientation of life towards God and His will.  Such a life is conspicuous, and so attracts persecution.2)
11 you when people insult...persecute...falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me

12 rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great...
V11 moves from the general—those—to the personal—you.  How do the cross-references on pages 30-31, relate to what Jesus says in verses 11-12?
How are their lives described?
What “blessings” will they receive?

Luke 9

23...deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me
V24...whosever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it

Philippians 3

7...whatever things were gain...I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ

8...I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things...so that I may gain Christ

9 and may be found in Him...(having a righteousness)...which is through faith in Christ

10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings

11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Philippians 4

11...learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am

12...I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need

13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me 

Hebrews 11

24 By faith Moses...refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter

25 choosing rather to endure ill treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasure of sin

26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward
2 Corinthians 4

17...light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison

2 Corinthians 12

9...boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me

10...I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

1 Peter 1

3...born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you

5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time

6...greatly rejoice, even through...you have been distressed by various trials,

7 so that the proof of your faith...may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls
Matthew 5:13-16—Jesus defines the identity of those in the kingdom  
You are the salt of the earth—if tasteless (foolish)...not good for anything

You are the light of the world—let your light shine before men...glorify your Father...in heaven
How can Christians be salt and light?

1 John 1:7 but if we walk in the Light was He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin

Ephesians 5

8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of Light

9...fruit of the light consists of all goodness and righteousness and truth

11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness but instead even expose them

Matthew 5:17-48  Jesus defines righteousness   

Jesus said He came to fulfill the Law.  So how does what Jesus say compare to what they had heard?

21 You have heard...’you shall not commit murder’ and ‘whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court’

22 ‘But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the courts; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.
27 “You have heard...’You shall not commit adultery’
28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart

31 “It was said, ‘Whoever sends his wife away, het him give her a certificate of divorce;
32 but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchasity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

33”Again you have heard...’You shall not make false vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.’
34 “But I say to you, make no oath at all...

37”But let your statement be; ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil.

38 “You have heard...’An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.;
39 “But I say to you, do not resist an evil person...

42 “Give to him who asks of you and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.

43 “You have heard...’You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’

44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you

How does what Jesus says in Matthew 5:38-47 relate to the cross-references we looked at on page 37?

48 “therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

What does it mean, “to be perfect”?

How can we have a righteousness that surpasses that of the scribes and the Pharisees...how can we enter the kingdom of heaven?
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